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CAMBOIYTY,

The Military Situation

After a brief lull, %«he Khmer Communists are beok
on the attack in the Phnow Fenk area. 0On 9 and 10
May, Communist units forced government ftroops to
abandon thrge small outposts some 15 miles west of
the capital and reportedly also cut Route 26. Othar
Communist units attacked several government positions
along Route .2 gouth of Phnom Penh, overrunning one
about 10 miles from the city. PRarthar gouth, they
shelled Takeo on 9 May four the first time in nearly
a week and alsc prnbed the city's southern defenses.
The Communists harassed government positions on the
western outskirts of Xampot on 9 May, and counter- 25X1
attacked government troops attempting to clear Route
5 northwest of Phnom Penh, completely stalling that
operation
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An Unyre lding BhRoumi Vonaviohit

Communist negotiator Phoumi Vongvichit took a
tough and uncompromising stance in a conversation
with Charge Dean on 10 May. He repeated that all
U5 .prisoners of war had been released and indicated
that a search for MIAs would have to await the for-—
mation of a new coalition government. Dean came
away from the meeting with the impressionthat the
Communists are fully aware that the governemnt will 25X
not accede to their current demands and that no
progress will be made toward implementation of the
peace agrezement any time soon.
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